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One of the basic principles of English is that subjects and 
verbs must agree. Some subjects, however, can behave 
as singular or plural nouns depending on their context. 

New language  Complex agreement

Vocabulary  Collective nouns

New skill  Using the correct agreement

Complex agreement

KEY LANGUAGE COLLECTIVE NOUNS
Collective nouns have a 
singular form, but refer to a 
number of people or objects 
as a group. In US English they 
generally take a singular verb. 
In UK English they can often 
be used with either singular 
or plural verbs.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE COLLECTIVE NOUNS IN THE PANEL

If the subject describes a 
singular body then the verb 
form must be singular.

If the subject describes a 
collection of individuals, 

then the verb form can 
be plural in UK English.
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KEY LANGUAGE UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS WITH SINGULAR AGREEMENT

FURTHER EXAMPLES UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS WITH SINGULAR AGREEMENT

Names or titles of books and 
other works of art that end in  
a plural noun are treated as 
singular in terms of agreement.

MARK THE SENTENCES THAT ARE CORRECT

Other uncountable nouns 
appear to be plural because 
they end in an “-s,” but have 
singular agreement. These 
include many place names 
and academic subjects.

Though “tales” is plural, The Canterbury 
Tales is a singular work of literature.
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KEY LANGUAGE AGREEMENT AFTER “EITHER… OR” AND “NEITHER...NOR”

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

When you use “either… or” or “neither…nor” to join two 
nouns, the verb agrees with the second noun. However, if 
the last noun is singular and the first is plural, you can use 
either a singular verb or a plural verb.

The verb agrees with the 
second, singular noun.

The verb agrees with the 
second, plural noun.

The verb can have  
singular or plural 

agreement.
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Two friends, Gavin and Nadiya,  
are talking about new gadgets.

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, CHOOSING THE CORRECT WORDS

CHECKLIST

 Complex agreement   Collective nouns   Using the correct agreement  
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